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Lesson 61.  Swara Sandhi and Visarga Sandhi. 

�रसि�ः/िवसग 
सि�ः�  
In my early days of enthusiastic Sanskrit studies, I picked up the 

Panchatantra to 'improve' my language skills. One look at the text… a 

long never ending word that filled 25 lines (if I exaggerate, it is only for 

effect….believe me, I do not lie. Ever.) and I figured that I had to get my 

Sandhi rules firmly understood first. 

Sandhi is the joining of two words into a single word. The last letter of a 

word and the first letter of the adjoining word form one letter. 

Sandhi-vicheda, सि�िव�ेदः, describes the process by which one letter ( 

whether single or conjoined) is broken to form two words. Part of the 

broken letter remains as the last letter of the first word and part of the 

letter forms the first letter of the next letter. 

Over time I still find it easier to break words than to join them but here 

are a few tips that have kept me in good stead either way: 

1. Sandhis take place whenever there is a presence of a swara….a 

vowel ; the presence of a consonant WITH a halanta ( for example 

क)्; the presence of a visarga (for example कः ) 
2. � Siren's on!! Trip up alert: 

Whenever I see a य ्,�व ्,�ए,�ऐ,�ओ,�औ,�स ्,�श ्,�ष ्,�र,्�ऽ�in a "more or less" long 

word, my antennae go up. Chances are that I have a Sandhi staring at 

me in the face. I always potter around these letters to help me decide 

whether the occasion has presented itself to break two words. 

 

The more I read, the more I was convinced that there were a trillion 

sandhi rules to follow.  But ever so slowly it began to filter in that 

amongst those trillion rules a few are oft repeated and they are the only 

ones that one need really remember to follow Sanskrit classical texts. 

Buy a book that lists all sandhi rules so that you can refer to it if you 

come across an occasional sandhi that I have not dealt with. But for all 

practical purposes, these are enough. Lesson 61 will deal with 1) a 

revision of swara sandhi rules plus a few more new ones AND 2) with 

visarga sandhi rules. A tabular column works well for reference. 
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Swara Sandhi. 
 

The name of 

the sandhi 

The first 

word 

should 

end in: 

The second 

word should 

begin with: 

Result 

of the 

sandhi 

Example 

1. दीघ 
�सि�  अ or आ� अ or आ आ िहम�+�आलयः�=�िहमालयः�| 
िव#ा�+�अथ%�=�िव#ाथ%�|�

 इ or ई� इ or ई ई किव�+�इ(ः�=�कवी(ः�| 
ौी�+�ईशः�=�ौीशः�|�

 उ or ऊ उ or ऊ� ऊ भान�ु�+�उदयः�=�भानदूयः�| 
वध�ू+�उदयः�=�वधदूयः�|�

 � � � �

2. गणु�सि�   अ or आ इ or�ई ए� सरु�+�ईशः�=�सरुशेः�| 
रमा�+�ईशः�=�रमशेः�|�

 अ or आ उ or ऊ ओ� सयू 
�+�उदय�=�सयु2दय�| 
ग3ा�+�उ4मः�=�ग3ो4मः�|�

 अ or आ  ऋ�or ॠ अर ् महा�+�ऋिष�=�मह4षः�|�
 अ or आ लृ अल ् तव�+�लृकारः�=�तव:ारः�| 
 � � � �

3. विृ; सि�  अ or आ ए or ऐ ऐ   मम�+�एकः�=�ममकैः�| 
दवै�+�ऐ=य 
म ्�=�दवै=ैय 
म ्�| 

 अ or आ ओ or औ औ  उ>�+�ओदनम ्��=�उ>ौदनम ्�| 
महा�+�औषधम ् =�महौषधम ्�|�

 अ or आ��
(उपसग 
  a 

prefix ) 

ऋ�or ॠ आर�् उप+ ऋ�ित( to go, to become 

difficult ) =उपा�
ित |��

 अ or आ��
(उपसग 
  a 

prefix ) 

लृ आल ् उप + लृकारः = उपा:ारः | 
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4. यण ् सि� इ or�ई vowel that 

is not an इ 
or�ई 

य ्� इित�+�आिद�=�इCािद�|�

 उ or ऊ vowel that 

is not an उ 

or ऊ 

व ्� वध�ू+�आगता�=�वDगता�|�

 ऋ�or ॠ vowel that 

is not an ऋ�
or ॠ 

र�् िपत�ृ+�आEा�=�िपताृEा | 

 लृ vowel that 

is not लृ 

ल�् लृ + आकृित�=�लाकृित�|�

     

5. अयािद�
सि� 

ए 

 

any vowel  

(except for  

अ if the ए 

ending is 

that of a 

declined 

noun. 

अय ् 
  

हर�े+�ए�=�हरय�े| 
वत 
F�े+�इित�=�वत 
Fयित�/�वत 
F�
इित�|�

 ऐ� any vowel आय ् 
 

न�ै+�अकः�=�नायकः�| 
तG�ै+�अिप�=�तGयािप�|�

 ओ any vowel  

(except for 

अ if the ओ�
ending is 

that of a 

declined 

noun. 

अव ्� पो�+�अनः�=�पवनः�| 
भानो�+�इदम ्�=�भानिवदम ्��/�भान�
इदम ्�|�

 औ� any vowel  

 
आव ् पौ�+�अकः�=�पावकः�| 

उभौ�+�अिप�=�उभाविप�/�उभा�अिप�
|�
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6. पवू 
Hिप�
सि� 

A 

declined 

noun 

ending in 

an ए�
 or an ओ�

अ� ऽ 

instead 

of अ 

कवय�े+�अऽ�=�कवऽयऽे�| 
साधो�+�अऽ�=�साधोऽऽ�|�

     

7. परHप�सि� a prefix 

ending in 

an�अ  

a 

conjugated 

verb 

beginning 

with an ए�or  

an ओ 

अ is 

elided. 

अव�+�एिह�=�अविेह�| 
उप�+�ओषित�=�उपोषित�| 

     

8. ूकृितभाव�
सि�   

िKवचन 

words 

ending in  

ई,�ऊ�,ए��

िKवचन word 

where its 

first letter is 

a vowel. 

 

Sandhi 

does 

not 

take 

place 

 कवी�+�एतौ�=�कवी�एतौ�| 
गHु�+�इमौ�=�गHु�इमौ�|�
 

 Indeclina

bles 

(अMय s) 

ending in 

an an आ�
or an ओ 

vowel Sandhi 

does 

not 

take 

place 

अहो�अऽ 

भवान ् 
आ�एव�ंन�ुमOस�े

 

 

I came across very peculiar sandhis during the course of my study. 

Unfortunately, I have not been able to find a rule in grammar texts that 

authenticates such sandhis. However, I'll place them before you and if 

you do come across references regarding this please let me know so 

that I may share it with others. 

1. Words that end in अ/आ and when combined with words 

beginning with अ/आ have sometimes been written like this: 
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तथा�+�अिप�=�तथाऽिप 

तऽ�+�अिप�=�तऽाऽिप 

तPुा�+�अऽ�=�तPुाऽऽ�
The occurrence of two अवमह�s (ऽऽ) together tell you that an आ is present at 

that point. 

तथा�+�आनR�=�तथाऽऽनR 
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Visarga Sandhi: 

 
Before we do the Visarga Sandhi, it is important to have a table that 

differentiates the soft consonants from the hard ones. 

 

क�् ख ्� ग ्� घ ् ङ ्

��च ्   छ�् ज ् झ ् ञ ् 

ट�् ठ ् ड ् ढ ् ण ् 

त ्· थ ् द�् ध ् न ् 

प ्� फ ् ब ् भ ् म ् 
     

य ् र ् ल ् व ्  

श ् ष ् स ्� ह ्  

 

The shaded consonants are the कठोर-�M`नािन - hard consonants. 

The rest are मृ-�M`नािन - soft consonants. 

 

The following table should be helpful 

 

visarga preceded by followed by results in 

 अ  any soft 

consonant 

OR अ  

coalesces into ओ (for a soft 

consonant) OR ओऽ (for an�अ ) 

कः�+�अिप�=�कोऽिप�| 
 An indeclinable 

(अMय�ending in an 

अ   

any vowel 

OR any soft 

consonant 

except for र�

is replaced by र ् 
पनुः�+�अऽ�=�पनुरऽ�| 
पनुः�+�ग�ित�=�पनुग 
�ित�|�

 An indeclinable 

(अMय�ending in an 

अ   

 र visarga is dropped and the अ  

becomes आ�
पनुः�+�रमत�े=�पनुा�रमत�े|�

 The vocative case, any vowel 

OR any soft 
 changes to र ् 



 Step by Step Sanskrit Learning Programme – Level 1, Month 16, Lesson 61 

 

www.chitrapurmath.net                © Shri Chitrapur Math 2002-2017              P a g e  | 387 

 

सbोधन , of a ऋ 

ending noun 

consonant िपतः�+�वR�े=�िपतव
R�े|�

 अ� any vowel 

except अ  

is elided 

कः�+�उवाच�=�क�उवाच�|�
    

 आ�  any vowel 

OR any soft 

consonant  

is elided 

बाला�+�अऽ�=�बाला�अऽ�| 
ताः�+�ग�िF�=�ता�ग�िF�|�

 any vowel except 

अ, आ  

any vowel 

OR any soft 

consonant 

except र ् 

changes into र ् 
मिुनः�+�इित�=�मिुनिरित�|�

 any  short vowel 

except अ�
र 
 

the short vowel becomes long 

भपूितः�+�राजत�े=�भपूती�राजत�े| 
�

 any vowel  

च ्,�छ,् 
ट,्�ठ,् 
त ्,�थ ्, 
श ्,�ष ्,�स ् 

changes into  

श ्, 
ष ्,�
स ्�| 
श ्,�ष ्,�स ् | 

 अ� क,्�प ्� स ् 
नमः�+�करोित�=�नमcरोित�| 
परुcरोित�|�

एषः�/�
सः�

 Any 

consonant or 

vowel except 

for अ 

elision of the visarga. 

स�ग�ित�|�

 

Name 

of the 

sandhi 

visarga 

preceded 

by 

followed 

by 

effect example 

1. उd� अः� र� ओर� मनः�+�रथः�=�मनोरथः�|�
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 अः िल� ओ�िल कः�+�िलखित�=�को�िलखित�|�
 अः व� ओ�व छाऽः�+�वदित�=�छाऽो�वदित�|�
 अः ग� ओ�ग यशः�+�गानम ्�=�यशो�गानम ्�|�
 अः ध� ओ�ध तजेः�+�धनम ्�=�तजेो�धनम ्�|�
 अः  अ� ओऽ कः�+�अिप�=�कोऽिप�| 

सः�+�अिप�=�सोऽिप�|�
     

2. सd� अः त ्�� अe ्� नमः�+�त�े=�नमe�े|�
 अः ट ् अP�् रामः�+�टीकत�े=�रमPीकत�े|�
 अः च ् अf कः�+�िचत ्�=�किfत ्�|�
     

3. रd� उः� अ� ऊर�्अ भानःु+�अयम ्�=�भानोरयम ्�| 
 उः ह� उई शऽःु�+�हिF�=�शऽहु
िF�|�
 इः ग� इग 
 मिुनः�+�गतः�=�मिुनग 
तः�| 
     

4. लोप अः आ अ�आ  मोहनः�+�आग�ित�=�मोहन�
आग�ित | 

 अः  इ अ�इ  रामः�+�इ�ित�= राम�इ�ित | 

 अः उ अ�उ�  कः�+�उवाच�= क�उवाच | 

 आः आ आ�आ�  नराः�+�आयािF�=�नरा�आयािF | 

बालाः�+�आग�िF�=�बाला�
आग�िF�|�

 आः  ग आ�ग�  दवेाः�+�आग�िF�=�दवेा��ग�िF�
|�

 


